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To: Carol-Ann Flanagan Executive Director 
The Society to End Homelessness in Burnaby 
And Teresa Rossiello Chairperson
The Task Force to End Homelessness in Burnaby 
Questions for Municipal Candidates October Elections 2022 Answered by Deborah Skerry-Independent
1. If elected to Burnaby City Council I would like to help to end homelessness. To do that, I want to ask you to advise me: how do you think homelessness can be ended?  I would like to resource your expertise to better understand homelessness from your perspective. The research I have done, so far, indicates that municipalities, and cities, can zone future developments, create bylaws for enforcement, and assist in financing. Advocacy is another factor; cities can take a position on the goals they would like to make.  Ultimately though, municipalities need to pair with provincial governments for policy, funding, and resources. The provincial government often asks the Federal government to contribute. How do you think any future funding should be spent to help the most people? Are the seniors you refer to homeless, or hoping to improve their current living arrangements? Are the low-income residents homeless, or hoping for better accommodations within their price range? Do you know the number of people experiencing homelessness? Can you identify, or list, the other “vulnerable members of our community?” I really want to understand who needs housing, what form that housing needs to take, and how the Burnaby City Council can assist in ending homelessness? 
1. I am really struggling with euphemisms here. I need a definition of affordable housing. What are the parameters for rent? Are all homeless people renting, or without a dwelling? I am certain that the need for affordable housing is being discussed, and actions are being taken, by all levels of government, but I am not sure what you mean by addressed. Addressed by whom? The City of Burnaby has many sustainability programs, already in place, and they have been headed in that direction for some time now. I plan to use the resources that are currently available to the me as a City Councillor to maintain an adequate quality of life for all. (Who are you referring to when you say vulnerable neighbors?).
2. Do you support vacancy control? Why or why not? 
It is irrelevant is I support vacancy control, or not, because it is not within the reach of the City of Burnaby. The vacancy control is under the jurisdiction of the Residential Tenancy Branches of the Provincial Governments.  I have resourced the current rulings about vacancy controls, in relation to the City of Vancouver, but I am certain that the same ruling would apply to other cities, such as Burnaby, because it relates to the municipalities jurisdictional reach. The City of Burnaby does not have jurisdiction in this matter; it is regulated by the Residential Tenancy Act of British Columbia.
QUOTE: Chad Pawson · CBC News · Posted: Aug 05, 2022 5:04 PM PT | Last Updated: August 5
A ruling from the Supreme Court of B.C. has quashed bylaws put in place by the City of Vancouver in December to limit how much property owners could increase the rents of single room accommodation (SRA) in between tenancies.
A ruling issued this week by Justice Karen F. Douglas found that the city, under its Vancouver Charter, does not have the authority to set how a property owner changes rent for what are also known as SROs — single room occupancy housing — when a tenant moves out, because of conflicts with the provincial Residential Tenancy Act.
The new rent rules from Vancouver were enacted late last year, and were meant to keep rents low for housing designed to provide affordable accommodation for people who have very low incomes and face significant barriers. As of 2019, there were approximately 6,680 open SRA rooms across 157 SRA buildings in the downtown core.
In January, two property owners independently brought lawsuits against the city, arguing that the city over reached its authority. The two petitions were heard jointly in April.
· Vacancy controls for private SROs could slow property speculators and declining affordability: report
"I agree with the petitioners that the City is prohibited from legislating, by using its business licensing power, to regulate persons who are already subject to regulation by the Province, directed at the same dominant purpose, even if it is possible to comply with both legislative schemes," wrote Douglas.
              END QUOTE
I am not sure where the line between private and public policies is. Can governments dictate to the private sector on how to run their businesses? I do not know.
2. If elected to Burnaby City Council, as an Independent, I would cast my vote for the most comprehensible programs the City of Burnaby can create to generate Extreme Weather Response programs, and use all of the resources at my disposal to do that.
3. If elected to Burnaby City Council, I would propose that people with gardens be organized to share their crops (if they wish) to create a fresh food supply and add a delivery system. We could create programs to collect food from grocers, restaurants, farms, bakeries, etc. to organize our food supply into an accessible database of suppliers, distributors, and recipients. I always say a City’s best resource is its people, so I propose that we all work together to create a food security system of with a nutritious and varied food supply as needed.
Thank you,
 Deborah Skerry, Independent Candidate for the position of Burnaby City Councillor
Please vote.

