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To:
· Burnaby Homeless
Mon 10/3/2022 12:18 AM
Hello Carol-Ann, and thank you for contacting me with your election questionnaire. Please find below my answers to them.

      
Questions for Municipal Candidates
October Elections 2022 
 
If elected to Burnaby City Council, how will you ensure the increase of affordable housing for seniors, low-income residents, persons experiencing homelessness and other vulnerable members of our community? 
Once the need for (affordable) housing is addressed, what is your plan to ensure this housing is sustainable and that resources are available to maintain an adequate quality of life for our most vulnerable neighbours? 
             Do you support vacancy control? Why or why not?
I support efforts to dampen profit-driven speculative forces in the so-called housing ‘market.’ For me, these are mostly directed at the rental side, in the form of rebuilding and expanding supply. The City is currently looking at the feasibility of starting a housing corporation, which would be empowered to assemble land, seek non-profit funding partners and hire teams of skilled tradespeople to build deeply affordable, purpose-built rental and co-operative housing on a cost-recovery basis. Some units would start out at market rates, subsidizing non-market supportive units, but as rents would only increase at the rate of inflation, even these would become gradually more affordable over time. This is an inspired idea that I would support. The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives has a research paper on this concept for expanding rental housing supply; it’s well worth reading if you haven’t already.  
I don’t think the need for affordable housing will ever be fully addressed, short of a full societal shift in consciousness towards understanding housing to be fundamental human right, as laid out in Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948). And as we teeter towards a possible crash in the housing market, brought on by rising interest rates and subsequent mortgage abandonment, the need for affordable rental housing will easily outstrip what is currently being proposed for Burnaby, to possibly double that amount. I therefore believe that we’ll likely need to build stocks of purpose-built, low rental and co-operative housing for generations to come. And, we will have to remain ever vigilant against any attempt to monetize/privatize what has been built in the interest of the public good. 
Do I support re-instating vacancy controls? Absolutely. I have lived in the same rental apartment now for over 28 years, and I currently pay about $1.62 per sq. ft. I know full well that if I were to move out now, the next place I rent would likely cost me 45-60% more than what I currently pay, as would the next tenant who moves into my current home. Even with a mortgage to pay, there is no justification whatsoever for any landlord to increase rents between new and old tenants by rates that are ten or more times rate of inflation. Convincing the current provincial government to re-instate something its predecessors did nearly fifty years ago should seem like a no-brainer, but this is not your grandmother’s NDP, and its unwillingness to do anything that offends the business community is at times disheartening and even infuriating. It will take a concerted effort by all involved to make vacancy controls a reality again in BC, but I’m ready to be part of the struggle.   
If elected to Burnaby City Council, what city resources would you dedicate to the Extreme Weather Response programs?  
We all know that last year’s lethal heat dome was a preventable tragedy, but we allowed ourselves to be caught off-guard. We mustn’t allow that to happen again, and there are a number of things we could do. At the community level, Burnaby should encourage energy retrofits in multiple-family (particularly rental) buildings that reduce or eliminate the need for artificial heating and cooling. This would allow financially-challenged residents stay safe without having to purchase costly heaters and/or air conditioners. Planting shade trees in neighbourhoods currently lacking them would help to cool streets and sidewalks in economically vulnerable and racialized neighbourhoods. Another local initiative the City should do is start a community wellness registry where residents could volunteer to check in on their more vulnerable neighbours during extreme weather events. The City would use the registry to issue text alerts, before and during extreme weather events, as a reminder to those who register to their agreed-upon responsibility. Finally, Burnaby should join the #SueBigOil class-action lawsuit, at $1 per resident, in order to recover future climate damage-related losses from the fossil fuel industry. 
If elected to Burnaby City Council, what city resources would you commit to ensure that Burnaby citizens who are food insecure are able to access the nutrition they need? 
The causes of food deserts are many, like the Hydra. I lament not visiting, or at least taking a photograph of, the Hilltop Grocery at Douglas and Woodsworth before it closed and was torn down. That neighbourhood northwest of City Hall is now a food desert, and it’s not alone. The one at Imperial and Colborne has been gone for several years now. There was a time in my childhood when it seemed corner stores were plentiful, and although generally not cheap, they at least provided a useful food service for those with limited mobility. Often, like Hilltop, they were an extension of a single-family home. Two such places once operated near my grandparents’ home at Union and Gilmore. One still exists… for now.  
The organization Urbanarium has posited the need to once again allow small shops to operate in residential neighbourhoods, as extensions of peoples’ homes. I fully support this, and the zoning bylaw changes necessary to make this possible. Doing so would help to dampen the speculative forces on commercial rental rates. But I also believe we need to look for opportunities to encourage residents to a) transform grass lawns into mini gardens. b) establish community gardening co-operatives, and/or c) host food exchanges within neighbourhoods. 
Thank you once again for reaching out with the kind of important questions that need to be asked. I hope my long-winded answers to these questions provide hope and inspiration. My full campaign platform will be up this week on votemate.org. I encourage your support for myself and my fellow independent candidates on October 15th, as well as in early voting on the 5th and 8th, and in mail balloting (finally – yay!). 
Kind Regards, 
Scott Van Denham
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