
Task force to End Homelessness - Answers to survey questions
Submitted by Burnaby Citizens’ Association (BCA) Candidates: Sav Dhaliwal, Pietro Calendino, James Wang, Alison Gu, Daniel Tetrault, Reah Arora, Antara Deb and Maita Santiago

Note to readers: All Burnaby Citizens’ Association (BCA) candidates commit to the BCA’s full platform, www.burnaby2022.ca. Each candidate has chosen to answer each question in their own fashion, and stands behind each part of the BCA platform.

1. If elected to Burnaby City Council, how will you ensure the increase of affordable housing for seniors, low income residents, persons experiencing homelessness and other vulnerable
members of our community?

a. Once the need for (affordable) housing is addressed, what is your plan to ensure this
housing is sustainable and that resources are available to maintain an adequate quality
of life for our most vulnerable neighbours? 

b. Do you support vacancy control? Why or why not? 

DHALIWAL: Our BCA platform (burnaby2022.ca) outlines our commitment to focusing on supporting the right kind of housing for current needs of residents. We want to create a Burnaby Housing Authority to build/own/operate at a mix of affordability levels for Burnaby residents. Once this Housing Authority is created, as long as funding is maintained by City Council, it should be a significant and longstanding improvement to the housing crisis.

Keeping affordable housing sustainable for the long term means working with other orders of government to provide supports to organizations providing supportive housing. 

To keep market rents low for people with lower incomes, we have mandated that a percentage of the units in new purpose-built rental have their rents fixed to the unit, and not rise above the annual allowable amount between tenancies. This will help address the supply of rental housing for lower-income households. This is a form of vacancy control that is targeted to new building supply, that we can mandate through policy. I support exploring ways that our city council can mandate these targeted controls through new construction, in a way that doesn’t stop the building and maintenance of purpose-built rental housing. 

CALENDINO: I will continue the work that I started as a BCA councillor, together with my BCA colleagues and Mayor Hurley, that resulted in some of the boldest housing policy we have seen in British Columbia. This includes Tenant Assistance that allows tenants to return to their units at the same rent following a redevelopment. The low-rise rental stock in our City houses people with limited incomes, and it’s important that as we grow and renew rental supply, that we don’t price people out of Burnaby. We have provided modular housing for homeless residents, and will continue to partner with the Province to find appropriate land for more of this housing. To continue the sustainability of affordable housing, we will introduce a standards of maintenance bylaw to ensure that housing is properly maintained. 
As for vacancy control, we have shown it can be done in a targeted fashion with new construction of purpose-built rental. I support continuing this approach.

WANG: We’ve been working hard for Burnaby residents, and there is more to do. I was part of the Council that brought in many of the key recommendations from the Housing Task Force. The Tenants Assistance Policy is a key turning point in Burnaby that I hope will help prevent displacement and keep residents in their home communities. Going forward, I will continue to fight for and save more co-operative housing, by providing city land where available, advocate for funding from provincial and federal governments, and support more cooperative housing units in our city.  
I support continuing policy-based incentives to have development of rental buildings include high thresholds of below-market rental units with rent tied to the unit. This will ensure we are maintaining affordable rental units while building new rental supply.

GU: Creating more affordable, people-centred modes of housing is one of the chief challenges that the City needs to contend with. We need an array of affordable options for people and their families. We need to invest in complex care housing. We need to work with the Burnaby Task Force on Homelessness to match people who do not currently have housing, with housing. A Standards of Maintenance Policy is something that the BCA believes is an important component of any housing policy, to ensure that residents are able to live with dignity, in safe, affordable housing that is in good condition. I do believe that vacancy control would remove some of the incentives that landlords, particularly corporate landlords, might have to evict tenants. While we have been able to achieve a form of vacancy control through our policy to incentivize new building by mandating below-market rental units with the rent tied to the unit, we do need vacancy control at other rents. 

TETRAULT: I was a community member of the Housing Task Force that listened to diverse community voices and developed recommendations that Council ultimately approved. I am proud of this work and there is more to do. Especially for members of our community that require complex care to address mental health, addictions and housing needs: we will work with the Province, Fraser Health Authority, and non-profit housing providers to secure provincial funding for at least 30 units of complex care housing in Burnaby. Complex care units provide health and social services for residents and help people manage their complex conditions and remain  housed. 
I support advocating that the Provincial government implement measures that would see more rent-tied-to-unit housing as part of a reform of residential tenancy policy.

ARORA: We need to show bold leadership and a united front on this issue. If elected, a BCA-led Council will pass legislation that will fast-track approvals on renovations and buildings for seniors housing, partner with non-profit organizations that help reduce rent, and provide grants for non-profits that support vulnerable people. As for vacancy control, I support the approach led by the BCA and Mayor Hurley to incentivize below-market rents tied to unit in the construction of new purpose-built rental buildings. We will review this policy to ensure it is meeting the objective of providing affordability, and consider improvements and expansion.

DEB: Having worked with many vulnerable women fleeing unsafe living situations, as well as my work with seniors, I have seen first-hand the consequences that arise and the limitations these can put on people in sometimes very dangerous situations. We need to pursue several pathways to secure more affordable housing for Burnaby residents, so that no one is forced to stay in an unsafe or unwelcome situation. This includes: aggressively pursuing provincial and federal funding for supportive housing, and providing grants to non-profit organizations who provide housing supports for vulnerable individuals and new immigrants in need of housing.

On vacancy control, this is an issue that is bigger than Burnaby. I will continue the work done by Council to build in rent-controlled units as a targeted percentage of units in new buildings, and push for this to be expanded as high as possible.

SANTIAGO: We absolutely need to be doing more to build affordable housing for seniors, so that our elders can continue to live in our community. A BCA council will fast-track approval for renovations that will support housing for seniors. We will also lease city-owned land to facilitate the creation of affordable, semi-independent (assisted living) seniors’ housing. 
I support the policy of vacancy control but it can’t come without other conditions that would ensure that the development and landlord community continue to invest in new buildings and maintain existing buildings.


2. If elected to Burnaby City Council, what city resources would you dedicate to the Extreme
Weather Response programs? 

DHALIWAL: The City of Burnaby would continue with the current policy of offering shelter in extreme weather events. One thing that I would like to see is for us to continue working with the non-profit organizations that have connections with many at-risk community groups in Burnaby. Many older residents, especially those who may not be fluent in English, deal with isolation and we need to be able to reach them with information, as well as when these disasters strike. I think that the members of the non-profits we have in this city have built a level of trust with these residents, and by working together we set ourselves up for success.

CALENDINO: 
We have to come together to take measures to stop heating the planet. The City of Burnaby has introduced the extreme heat response plan to keep its citizens safe by opening several cooling centres when the temperature becomes unusually high and by creating awareness about staying cool and safe at home and in the workplace. I will support changes to the national and BC Building Code to make all new development include cooling of space (along with heating) as a requirement to avoid tragedies such as the 2021 Heat Dome in the future.

WANG:
I was on Council during the 2021 Heat Dome. Immediately after the Heat Dome, we began working with community partners and provincial agencies to understand what had happened and how we could improve our response to heat events. We spent months working on our enhanced Extreme Heat Response Plan and added new initiatives to help those in need. Now you will see Cooling Centre Open Houses in advance of the summer season, our Alertable app which is a mass notification tool that we can alert our community of a Heat Event, extended hours at our Cooling Centres, and better collaboration with community partners to coordinate an overall community response during a heat event. 
These are responses to extreme heat, but we also must focus on reducing our greenhouse gas emissions to meet our climate targets. I am committed to tackling both these things as it is one of the biggest challenges of our time.

GU: If elected, I would push that city staff should be made available to assist in future extreme weather events and our city’s response to them. This is an investment into our future and safety, so the City of Burnaby should contribute ongoing funds to ensure that we can best protect residents. City services have to adapt to changing circumstances, and extreme weather is here to stay. Our budget and operational plans need to account for this. 

TETRAULT: 
Burnaby needs to become more climate resilient. The effects of climate change are becoming a common reality and we have seen floods, fires, and heat domes all in the last year. Often, it is the most marginalized who are disproportionately affected. I would make sure that we provide the supports and resources to keep people safe. I would start by advocating for a program that would provide free air conditioning units to lower income seniors and people living with disabilities. Air conditioners are no longer a luxury but a necessary medical device for many of our most vulnerable. I would also make sure the city has adequate cooling stations and centres for people to get relief. Finally, I would add to our wonderful greenspace by prioritizing trees and vegetation to provide shade in strategic places around the city.

ARORA: We have to invest in cooling centres across the city to accommodate residents without access to air conditioning, but we also need to work on moving towards heat pump systems and away from gas furnaces. Burnaby has done good work on prioritizing retrofitting and electrification of city fleets but there is more we need to do, in partnership with other orders of government. 

DEB: We saw too many friends, neighbours, and community members who died in, or faced significant hardship as a result of, the recent “heat dome” and subsequent “atmospheric river” that we had in 2021. Thankfully, this past year was not nearly as extreme, but as we move forward we need to understand that the science is very clear – we can expect these occurrences to happen with increasing frequency going forward, over the years and decades.
Thankfully, in that same period, we saw so many non-profits, community members really come through and dig deep to try and ensure people were protected. I truly believe we are strongest when we work together, so I expect that with continued collaboration with a network of non-profits, we can create a distributed network of community outreach - this will help with ensuring all residents are able to access the information, warnings, and scheduled openings as they come up.

SANTIAGO: There are immediate and longer-term responses the city can take to address the increasing heat and extreme weather.  Examples of immediate measures are working in partnership with other orders of government to ensure residents have the means to cope with the heat (eg. through the provision of electric fans, air conditioning units, accessible cooling centres etc).  Longer-term responses include continuing the development of urban villages that are dense with mixed residential and commercial uses, accessible transit, walkways and public parks and amenities.  These types of development may also be conducive for the development of alternative energy sources for a neighbourhood and the result is a low-carbon and vibrant neighbourhood. Ensuring our public infrastructure makes walking, taking transit or cycling more accessible and safe also helps address climate change.  

3. If elected to Burnaby City Council, what city resources would you commit to ensure that Burnaby citizens who are food insecure are able to access the nutrition they need? 

DHALIWAL:  The City of Burnaby has a history of working closely with our neighbourhood non-profits, especially those that serve vulnerable residents, in obtaining shelter, affordable housing, and other services. I believe that we need to continue working with these organizations to help connect residents with services that are available. The Community Fridge program has been very successful in Burnaby, where residents can take or leave food depending on their resources. With the years of experience that some members of our BCA team have combined with the new perspectives that some of our younger candidates bring will undoubtedly help to fill in any gaps that may remain in the existing network of programs.

CALENDINO: Addressing food security remains a priority of the BCA. We will continue the work started during the last council term. The Burnaby Food Charter has fundamental principles that we must strive to attain, working in partnership with agencies and businesses, to ensure all residents have access to healthy food that reflects their culture. I support city resources to continue the work of the Food Systems Strategy, and I also support partnerships and grants to organizations doing food distribution to vulnerable communities. 
	
WANG: Recently Burnaby welcomed the Greater Vancouver Food Bank headquarters into Burnaby, where it serves the region. They play an important role in providing food to individuals and families in need, and Burnaby is glad to have the appropriate industrial space for their headquarters. Our community agencies in the City do important work connecting people with food, especially culturally appropriate food for our diverse community. Burnaby residents are generous in sharing with one another, and City Council can support this through organizational grants. 

GU: I support the expansion of urban agriculture in our City. We can make it easier for people to grow food on their properties and in community gardens by supporting harvest-sharing programs and “how to grow your own food” workshops in partnership with community organizations doing this work.
	
TETRAULT: Food insecurity is linked to economic status, health status, and cultural inclusion. A BCA council will put reconciliation with indigenous people at the centre of our considerations. This includes addressing the food insecurity experienced by people on whose land and waterways we now call Burnaby. I will also work with BCA School Board candidates to address food insecurity in Burnaby’s schools.
	
ARORA: We need to expand and support the many community fridges throughout Burnaby. They are a direct way that neighbours can help neighbours, and the City can facilitate that sharing. I commit to working with the Burnaby Board of Education to jointly address food insecurity among children and youth through our public school system.

DEB: Burnaby already has strong community services, and as Councillor I would work to ensure these services continue to meet the needs of residents by funding them at an appropriate level. Costs for food are going up, for individuals and families, but also for organizations and agencies. I will work with the provincial and federal governments to advocate for relief for organizations providing food for people who are food insecure.
	
SANTIAGO: Burnaby has many faith communities that have a strong commitment to providing food for people. As well, there are many community groups, labour unions, and service groups that regularly organize meals for members of our community that are food-insecure. We need to recognize that this community work is an important part of keeping Burnaby residents fed. I would also push for more food access through our community centres and recreation centres, like community fridges.
	






---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Burnaby Homeless <info@burnabyhomeless.org>
Date: Tue, Sep 27, 2022 at 2:50 PM
Subject: Questions for Municipal Candidates - Burnaby Elections 2022
To: 
Cc: Carol-Ann Flanagan <carolannf@burnabyhomeless.org>, teresa.rossiello@outlook.com<teresa.rossiello@outlook.com>


Dear City Council Candidates for the Burnaby October 2022 Elections,


On behalf of The Task Force and The Society to End Homelessness in Burnaby, we would like to put forward these questions to you all ahead of the 2022 Burnaby Municipal Elections. We would very much appreciate it if you could take time out of your busy schedules to give us your opinion on these very important issues to our community.

We will be posting and sharing your answers to our Questions online through our website as well as our social media channels. If you are able to send us your answers before the election day that would be most excellent. 

Thank you again for taking the time to participate in this discussion about the city we all love, we look forward to receiving your answers! 


Questions for Municipal Candidates 
October Elections 2022

1. If elected to Burnaby City Council, how will you ensure the increase of affordable housing for seniors, low-income residents, persons experiencing homelessness and other vulnerable members of our community?
a. Once the need for (affordable) housing is addressed, what is your plan to ensure this housing is sustainable and that resources are available to maintain an adequate quality of life for our most vulnerable neighbours?
b. Do you support vacancy control? Why or why not?
2. If elected to Burnaby City Council, what city resources would you dedicate to the Extreme Weather Response programs?
3. If elected to Burnaby City Council, what city resources would you commit to ensure that Burnaby citizens who are food insecure are able to access the nutrition they need?






Carol-Ann Flanagan
Executive Director
The Society to End Homelessness in Burnaby


Teresa Rossiello
Chairperson
Burnaby Task Force to End Homelessness



